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»(...) Now it's ten in the even-

ing, I'm writing a postcard 

and swimming in tears. And 

all the girls are sitting 

here and blubbering. The 

wailing is funny somehow – 

all twenty of them blubber-

ing like cows. I'm going to 

bed now and don't know 

whether I'll still be alive 

tomorrow or not. (...)«

Letter from the Ukrainian 

Alla I. to her family. Berlin, 

11 September 1943. 

Alla was held in a camp at 

Köpenicker Straße 145-147.

-–-–-––-–--–

Following  the foreclosure 

of the building, it was used 

as a forced labour camp for 

69 people during WW II.

Around 20 of the workers 

were male forced labourers 

employed by the industri-

alist Karl Jung. 

They were 'hired' from 

France, Belgium, and 

the Netherlands. 

They slept in their own 

room at Sophienstraße 18.

During the day, they worked 

at Jung's machine factory 

at Köpenicker Straße 48-49.

Ostarbeiterinnen were 

either recruited under 

false pretences or kid-

napped and trafficked.

The Ostarbeiterinnen, who slept 

and worked in the Festsaal made 

propaganda leaflets.

The forced labour was or-

ganised by the subcon-

tractor Franz Grimm, who 

worked on behalf of the 

Otto Elsner printing and 

publishing house.

Otto Elsner's company still 

exists, specialising in, 

among other things, publi-

cations on workers' rights.
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